
FINANCIAL AID--THE APPLICATION PROCESS
Quakertown Senior High School

Financial Aid is a general term used to describe any financial assistance that helps to pay for your
education. This can include any and all resources that fall under two categories; "Gift-Aid" and "Self-Help".

Gift Aid is the kind of financial aid you do not have to pay back. This can include a talent or merit 
scholarship awarded directly from a college, or a grant such as the Federal Pell Grant or PA State Grant. Gift Aid 
also includes private scholarships from community organizations or businesses for which you may apply.

Self-Help refers to financial aid that requires you to pay it back, in one way or another. This can take the 
form of federal loans like the Direct Loan (formerly known as the Stafford Loan) or The Parent Plus Loan, or 
private loans from your bank. This also includes money you or your parents have saved, or money earned from a 
work-study program where you maintain a job on campus.

Much of the financial aid process involves seeking as many opportunities as you can to help fund your 
education. The state, federal government, and the college will do their part as well, but there are some very important 
steps for you to take in order to put this process into motion. These steps are described below.

• Federal and State Financial Aid
As a Pennsylvania resident, the FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) is the starting point for any federal or state 
financial aid you might receive. All students must complete a FAFSA form each year of college in order to qualify for government 
loans or grants. This is also the document that colleges will use to calculate your Expected Family Contribution (EFC), which is the 
formula used to determine your eligibility for need-based aid.

.
The FAFSA must be filed electronically. There is never a cost to do so. If you and or your parents file taxes online, FAFSA
can be linked to your tax return through the IRS Retrieval Tool to help complete the form more easily.  The following website is 
where you begin the application process: www.fafsa.gov In addition to the application, this website contains links to both a help 
site and to the FSA ID site. Each student and parent will need FSA ID in order to complete the form. There is no cost to obtain an 
FSA ID, but you will need it to apply for and to verify your financial aid. The website and form are available in English and 
Spanish.

The FAFSA is also the application for the Pennsylvania State Grant. Once you complete the FAFSA, you will see a link on the 
FAFSA confirmation page asking if you would like to complete the State Grant Form. You will only be offered this link one-
time. It will re-direct you to AESsuccess.org. While the FAFSA can be signed electronically, the PA State Grant form must be 
printed and signed. If you don't complete the state application immediately, you will be emailed a link to setup a PHEAA account 
and you can register this way.

• Institutional (College) 
Financial Aid

Institutional merit aid is typically offered during the admission process and often included in your acceptance letter. Additional 
need based institutional aid may be offered to you through your Financial Aid Award Letter. A college will send a Financial 
Aid Award Letter to each accepted student in the late winter or early spring, after the college has reviewed your completed 
FAFSA form. This Financial Aid Award Letter will detail the entire cost of attending that college, your grants, loans, work-
study and scholarships, and how any remaining need will be met. Carefully review each award letter with your family and, if 
you like, your school counselor. Be sure to know what part of the award is gift-aid and what you will need to pay back. Be sure 
to respond quickly to any college requests for financial aid information.



• Private Financial. Aid
Private financial aid can take the form of any scholarship or award you receive to help defray the costs of your education. There are many 
legitimate places to search for private scholarships, but it is important to be aware of scholarship scams. Any legitimate scholarship will never 
charge an application fee or guarantee you an award. We suggest you utilize the scholarship resources on your Naviance page. Click on the 
"colleges" tab of your homepage and scroll down to "scholarships and money''. From here, the Scholarship List and National Scholarship Search 
links can be very helpful.

• Other Documents You May Need
The CSS Profile Form-Some private and/or out-of-state colleges will require the student and parent to complete the CSS Profile. 
The Profile is used to collect additional information needed by some colleges and private scholarship programs and is in addition to the 
FAFSA, not a replacement. The form is produced by a non-profit division of the College Board, the College Scholarship Service (CSS), 
and a fee is charged to collect, process and report this supplemental information. (fee waiver eligible if applicable). Your college will let 
you know if you need to file the CSS Profile. If so, the link is below. https://profileonline.collegeboard.com/prf/index.. jsp

Virtual QCHS Financial Aid Night
Each year the Quakertown Senior High School Guidance Office presents a financial aid night for families. This year's date is Monday, October 
26th at 7:00 (link will be provided). The program will feature a guest speaker from PHEAA who will discuss the process of applying for aid.

A Note About DEADLINES
In the financial aid world, earlier is better. Minimum deadlines for state or federal aid may be well beyond what your college 
recommends, and can result in missed aid opportunities. Most financial aid deadlines can be found on the website of a college financial 
aid office, or by contacting the financial aid office.

Resources
A few important links for financial aid.

www.studentaid.gov - The link to complete FAFSA, obtain a FSA ID, and to answer questions.

www.pheaa.org - The link to Pennsylvania's financial aid as well as general financial aid information

http://connection.naviance.com/qcshs - The link to Quakertown's Naviance Program. This is a great resource for scholarships, college searching, 
career research and test prep. Each student has a personal account.

Please call or email with questions as they arise. We will try our best to help!

Douglas Detweiler (215 529-2073) ddetweiler@qcsd.org
Erica Henry (215 529-2199) ehenry@qcsd.org
Brenda Roth (215 529-2070) broth@qcsd.org
Eric Gozzard (215 529-2071) egozzard@qcsd.org
Patty Sabol (215-529-2065) psabol@qcsd.org

"Education is Not Expensive, It's Priceless"


